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+ Palm and Passion Sunday
April 13, 2025

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we believe 
that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to 
race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic or family 
status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We 
seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth (Ephesians 2:14)—
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes us one.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.   

**  Processional Gospel 					                                 Luke 19:28-40

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 			 
Glory to you O Lord.
28 After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
   29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount 
of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie 
it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, 
‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had 
told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; 
and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the 
path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 
praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 
38 saying,

  “Blessed is the king
    who comes in the name of the Lord!
  Peace in heaven,
    and glory in the highest heaven!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The Gospel of the Lord.					   
Praise to you O Christ.
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**  Blessing of Palms
The Lord be with you. 			 
And also with you.

Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept.

We praise you, O God,
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph
and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way.
Bless these branches and those who carry them.
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross,
so that, joined to his death and resurrection,
we enter into life with you;
through the same Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.                                                        

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of Christ.  
Amen.
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**  Gathering Hymn
Prepare the Royal Highway                                                                                  ELW 264
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** Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer your 
infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us until 
the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

**  Gospel Acclamation     
Sing My Tongue (verse 1)                                                                                     ELW 356                                
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**  Gospel                                                                                              Luke 22:47-23:49

Please refer to the bulletin insert.  The congregation will read in unison lines  
labeled ALL. 

A Dramatic Reading of the Passion, according to Luke

Narrator: Michael Farthing	

Voice One: Michele Torchia		

Voice Two: Betty Sperati		

Voice Three: Ann Dransfield	

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Sing My Tongue (verse 7)   

Reflection                                                                         The Rev. Barbara Melosh
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**  Hymn of the Day
Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery                                                                    ELW 334

**  Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: 	 God in your mercy,			   receive our prayer.  
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Meal
God feeds us at the table of mercy and grace.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. 			   And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial gift to St. Stephen’s supports the work of the  
congregation in our community.  

** Offering Song
Where Charity and Love Prevail                                                                          ELW 359



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 10

** Offering Prayer 
Gracious Provider, 
you set your immense treasures among us, 
opening your heart to the world. 
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 
deepen our commitment to sharing those 
treasures with others, 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.				    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.				    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.	 It is right to give our thanks and 	
							       praise.

** Preface

**  Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
…we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.                                                                       

**  Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. Come forward, take an empty cup from the table, then kneel or 
stand along the Communion rail. If you require GF wafers, please tell the minister. 
Our chalices contain red wine and amber-colored juice. As you return to your seat, 
place your used cup in the receptable at the end of the first row of pews. If you wish 
to receive words of blessing, simply tell the minister. 

Communion Hymn 
As the Grains of Wheat                                                                                         ELW 465
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**  Communion Blessing                                                                                 

**  Post Communion Prayer 
Together, let us pray.

Generous Host, 
you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

Announcements 

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.      

**  Blessing
God our tender parent, 
God the crucified one, 
God the reconciling Spirit, 
9 bless you you now and forever.  
Amen.
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**  Sending Hymn
 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!                                                                              ELW 346

**  Dismissal 
Go in peace, 			    
To Love, To Invite, To Serve.  
God is gracious and merciful.			    
Thanks be to God.  

Postlude: Chorale BWV 40/8 “Freuet euch, ihr Christen alle”                       J.S. Bach 

Chancel flowers are given by Chuck & Carol Landry in honor of Cheryl’s birthday



Participants in Today’s Service

Presiding Minister
The Rev. Barbara Melosh

Music Director: 
Dr. Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector: 
Michele Torchia

Spirit Pole/Crucifer: 
Rowan and Morna Deeney

Altar Guild: 
Karleen Strayer

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter. 

May God go with you today and every day.
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