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Gathering
Prelude

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession & Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 9 one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Masks are not required for those who are fully vaccinated and boosted. If you are 
wearing a mask, you may lower it to receive communion. 

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life.  
Amen.

Hear the good news.…and revives in you the spirit’s power. 

Amen.

**  Gathering Hymn
Let My Spirit Always Sing                                                                                  ACS 1020
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.
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** Kyrie

** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                 1 Samuel 16:1-13  (p. 257)

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                                       Psalm 23

 1The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want.

 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters.

 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Second Reading                                                              Ephesians 5:8-14  (p. 1067)

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.    
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**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                               John 9:1-41  (p. 976-977)

The Holy Gospel according to John.    Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation Please see above.

Sermon                                                                                  The Rev. Mark Walters

**  Hymn of the Day
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                                                          ELW 843
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**  Apostles’ Creed
Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess the Holy Trinity, one in 
essence and undivided.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

**  Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response:  Merciful God,   receive our prayer. 
   God, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 

Meal
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
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Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience, 
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to 
302-257-6155 to make any donations. 

** Offering Song
Take My Life That I May Be                                                                                ELW 685
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and  
       praise.

** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide,…in your holy church, both now 
and forever.
Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer    
As we pray the Lord’s Prayer together, we invite you to choose which version and 
language in which to pray. Several versions are printed on the laminated card for 
you.                                                                      

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God

Communion
As Lutheran Christians we believe the words of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my 
blood given for you for the forgiveness of sin.” If you desire to receive this gift, you 
are welcome to commune here. All who do not commune may come for a blessing. 
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come to 
the chancel to receive communion from the pastor via the center aisle. Once you 
receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. Please be 
sure to discard your cups in the trash bin on your way out of the church - please 
do not leave used communion cups in the pews or pew racks. If you prefer juice, 
please let the assisting minister know.
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Communion Hymn
To You All Hearts Are Open                                                                                ACS 1012                                                                           

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together, let us pray.

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen.

Announcements
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

**  Blessing
**  Sending Hymn

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                                                               ELW 611
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**  Dismissal

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.  
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Chancel flowers are given by Chuck & Carol Landry in honor of Cheryl’s birthday

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council  
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission.
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