
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Nativity of Our Lord

December 24, 2022 • 7 pm

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 
“In dulci jubilo” by P. Manz
“Quem pastores” by P. Manz
“Bethlehem Lullaby” by Janet Witman                                     Ann Iona Warner, harp

Theme of the Day
On this holy night we rejoice in the mystery of God’s saving grace.

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares 
that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless 
peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings 
salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for 
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we 
go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

Masks are not required for those who are fully vaccinated and boosted. If you are 
wearing a mask, you may lower it to receive communion. 

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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**  Call to Worship
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

These who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all the people.

** Gathering Song
O Come, All Ye Faithful (verses 1-3)                                                                   ELW 283
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** Greeting
The grace and loving kindness of our savior, Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of 
the Virgin Mary, be with you all.

And also with you.
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**  Song of Praise (Ring your bells during the refrain.)
Angels We have Heard on High                                                                          ELW 289
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                          Isaiah 9:2-7 (p. 625)

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God.

Hymn
What Child Is This                                                                                                 ELW 296



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 7

Second Reading                                                                 Titus 2:11-14 (p. 1087)

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God.
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**  Gospel Acclamation
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Verse 1 & 2)                                                  ELW 270
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**  Gospel                                                                          Luke 2:1-14[15-20] (p. 933)

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Verse 3)

  Sermon                                                                            The Rev. Mark Walters
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**  Hymn of the Day
Away in the Manger                                                                                              ELW 278
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**  Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response:  God of Grace.   Hear our prayer!

Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

**  Sharing of the Peace
Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations. 

The First Noel, arr. Jodi Ann Tolman                                         Ann Iona Warner, harp
All Is Calm, Anne Crosby Guadet                          

** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and  
       praise.
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
We give you thanks, Father…now and forever.  Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer
As we pray the Lord’s Prayer together, we invite you to choose which version and 
language in which to pray. Several versions are printed on the laminated card for 
you.          

Invitation to Communion 

Communion
As Lutheran Christians we believe the words of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my 
blood given for you for the forgiveness of sin.” If you desire to receive this gift, you 
are welcome to commune here. All who do not commune may come for a blessing. 
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come to 
the chancel to receive communion from the pastor via the center aisle. Once you 
receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. Please be 
sure to discard your cups in the trash bin on your way out of the church - please 
do not leave used communion cups in the pews or pew racks. If you prefer juice, 
please let the assisting minister know.
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Communion Hymn
The First Noel                                                                                                          ELW 300
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Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Sharing of Light
We are invited to pass the light of Christ. The first verse will be played followed by 
the congregation singing together. Service assistants will go down the aisle to pass 
the candle flame. Tilt your candle to receive the flame from your neighbor. Candles 
may be extinguished after the blessing.
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** Hymn
Silent Night, Holy Night!                                                                                        ELW 281
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

**  Blessing
Sending Hymn 
Joy to the World                                                                                                       ELW 267



Dismissal
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
“Joy to the World” by D. Cherwien

Chancel flowers are given by Sharon & Dave Potter 
in celebration of their 21st anniversary

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228



Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Mark Walters

Musician: 
Steve Schmidt

Assisting Minister/Lector: 
Michele Torchia

Usher: 
Bob Linderman

Altar Guild: 
Carol Landry

Camera: 
Mike Lehm

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Pastor F. Mark Walters(lvtheos@gmail.com 410-739-5365)

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
1301 N Broom St. Wilmington, DE 19806  302-652-7623
www.saintstephenslutheranchurch.org    office@ststeph.org



Christmas Flowers

Mr. & Mrs. Jerome O. Herlihy: In memory of Thomas & Pearl Herlihy

Carol & Chuck  Landry: To the Glory of God

Ingrid LaPorte & Family: In honor of Mr. & Mrs. John Munson and Mr. & Mrs. 
Edward LaPorte

Bob & Sue Linderman: In memory of our parents, Bob’s late wife, Ann, and Sue’s late 
husband, Charles Krick.

David & Sharon Potter: The People of St. Stephens, our church family and to the 
Glory of God.

John Rodammer: In honor and memory of Wilmar & Leona Rodammer

Karleen Strayer: In memory of Delores & Edsel Carlson and Gerald Strayer and to the 
Glory of God

Jurgen Scheide: In memory of Dr. Ingrid Scheide-Fischer

Betty & Bill Sperati: In honor of our children: Jacob (Christa), Joshua (Gloriana) and 
Becky and our grandchildren: Aurora, Lydia, Roland, Lillith, Douglas and Francis. In  
memory of our parents Carleton & Eloise Sperati and Horace & Betty Short and sister 
Mary Short.

The People of St. Stephen’s: In memory of Errol Hartmann

Michele Torchia: In memory of my mom, Lee Torchia

Karen, Joy and Kathy Weber: In memory of Al Weber and Elaine Jackson

Betsy Zimny: In memory of my parents, my brother and my sister and in honor of my 
two daughters, Libby and Sarah, and my granddaughters, Leah, Abigail and Sarah


