
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Third Sunday of Advent

December 11, 2022 • 9:30 am

Gathering
Prelude

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession & Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen.

Masks are not required for those who are fully vaccinated and boosted. If you are 
wearing a mask, you may lower it to receive communion. 

Theme of the Day 
Waiting is hard when we know that what is coming is good. We wait for, long for, 
expect, and work for God’s justice, God’s will. And we often cry out, “How long, O 
Lord?”

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of new beginnings,

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen.

People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on 9 Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

Amen.

**  Gathering Hymn
Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn                                                           ELW 242
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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**  Kyrie
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.    And also with you.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                      Isaiah 35:1-10 (p. 649)

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.        
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Lighting the Advent Wreath
The assisting minister lights the third candle. The assembly responds Amen.

Psalm                                                                                               Psalm 146:5-10

5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God;

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever;

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free.

 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed 
down; 
  the Lord| loves the righteous. 

Refrain

 9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.

 10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! 

Refrain
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Second Reading                                                          James 5:7-10 (p. 1102-1103)

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.    

**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                                Matthew 11:2-11 (p. 887)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see above.

Sermon                                                                                  The Rev. Mark Walters
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**  Hymn of the Day
Hark, the Glad Sound                                                                                             ELW 239
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**  Apostles’ Creed
Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess the Holy Trinity, one in 
essence and undivided.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

**  Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response:  Hear us, O God.         Your mercy is great! 
   Lord, in your mercy,   receive our prayer. 
   God, in your mercy,   hear our prayer. 
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       Meal
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.    
And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience, 
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to 
302-257-6155 to make any donations. 

** Offering Song
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Verse 3                                                                ELW 257
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue

** Preface
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

** Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, , .…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup, .…We look with hope for his coming.  
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. .…Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours.… one God, now and forever. Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer    
As we pray the Lord’s Prayer together, we invite you to choose which version and 
language in which to pray. Several versions are printed on the laminated card for 
you.                                                                      
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Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God

Communion
As Lutheran Christians we believe the words of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my 
blood given for you for the forgiveness of sin.” If you desire to receive this gift, you 
are welcome to commune here. All who do not commune may come for a blessing. 
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come to 
the chancel to receive communion from the pastor via the center aisle. Once you 
receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. Please be 
sure to discard your cups in the trash bin on your way out of the church - please 
do not leave used communion cups in the pews or pew racks. If you prefer juice, 
please let the assisting minister know.
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Communion
In Silence We Wait (sing twice)                                                                            ACS 998

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer 
Together, let us pray.

Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.

Announcements

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

**  Blessing
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**  Sending Hymn
People, Look East                                                                                                    ELW 249



**  Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Chancel flowers are given by Bob & Sue Linderman  
in loving memory of Sue’s mother, Janet Rowell

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228
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