
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
First Sunday of Advent

December 3, 2023

Gathering
Prelude

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Lighting the Advent Wreath
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 1 repeat as needed)           ELW 240

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 2

**  Advent Wreath Lighting Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the advent prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

**  Gathering Hymn
Creator of the Stars of Night                                                                                 ELW 245

** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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**  Kyrie

** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                Isaiah 64:1-9 (p. 680-681)
Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                      Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
The Psalm will be read responsively. 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us.

 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

 4O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name.

 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  

Second Reading                                                        1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (p. 1038)

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.    
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**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                        Mark 13:24-37 (p. 925-926)
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.    Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see gospel acclamation above.

Sermon                                                                                  The Rev. Susan Loney
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**  Hymn of the Day
The King Shall Come                                                                                             ELW 260

**  Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response:  Merciful God.       Receive our prayer. 
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    Meal
**  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.   And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience, 
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to 
302-257-6155 to make any donations. 

** Offering Song
O Come, O Come Emmanuel (verses 1 & 2)                                                      ELW 257



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 8

** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy One, the beginning and the end… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.                                                                          

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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Communion
As Lutheran Christians we believe the words of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my 
blood given for you for the forgiveness of sin.” If you desire to receive this gift, you 
are welcome to commune here. All who do not commune may come for a blessing.
Wheat and GF wafers are available as are red wine and white juice. 

Communion Hymn 
Wait for the Lord                                                                                                     ELW 262

Communion Blessing 
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Generous God, 
in bread and cup you have revealed your glory 
for all people to see together. 
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim 
your good news of liberation and release, 
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

Announcements

**  Blessing

**  Sending Hymn
My Lord, What a Morning                                                                                    ELW 438
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**   Dismissal
Go in peace. Wait for the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.

Postlude



The chancel flowers are given by John Rodammer  
to celebrate the beginning of Advent

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave a 
review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our email list. 

May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council  
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission.
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