
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

  
Good Friday

March 29, 2024 

Prelude: Arvo Part’s Fur Alina

All gather in silence. The assembly stands when the ministers stand.

** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: 
Amen.

The Passion According to John                                          

Reading 1: Arrest                                                                                   John 18:1-14
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Hymn
Go to Dark Gethsemane (verses 1 & 2)                                                               ELW 347                                                                          



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Reading 2: Trial before Annas                                                            John 18:15-27
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

Hymn
Ah, Holy Jesus (Verses 1-3)                                                                                  ELW 349                                                                          



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Reading 3: Trial before Pilate                                                            John 18:28-38a 
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

Hymn
My Song Is Love Unknown (verses 1-3)                                                            ELW 343                                                                      



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Reading 4: Trial before Pilate                                                        John 18:38b-19-7 
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

Hymn
Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless                                                                            ELW 357                                                                          



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 6



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Reading 5: Judgment                                                                              John 19:8-16a 
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

Hymn
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (verses 1-3)                                                       ELW 351                                                                      



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
Page 9

**  Reading 6: Crucifixion                                                                      John 19:16b-30 
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

**  Hymn
They Crucified My Lord                                                                                        ELW 350                                                                          



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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**  Reading 7: Burial                                                                                 John 19:31-42 
Silence for prayer and reflection follows the reading.

Bidding Prayer
Since the 3rd century, a lengthy bidding prayer Prayer has been a traditional 
part of Good Friday worship.  Each prayer bid reflects an expanding circle of care, 
beginning with the leaders of the church and all the baptized all the way to those in 
any need.  After each prayer is offered, the assembly responds, “Amen.”        

The bidding prayer concludes:                                                          

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.   

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.  
Amen.      



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Procession of the Cross
A large cross is carried in procession through the church and placed before the 
assembly. The assembly stands and faces the cross as it is brought forward.

The following dialogue is said as the procession begins.

Behold the life-giving cross, 
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.

The dialogue is repeated a second time at the midpoint of the procession.

Behold the life-giving cross, 
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.
Oh, come, let us worship him.

The dialogue is repeated a third time at the end of the procession.

Behold the life-giving cross, 
on which was hung the Savior of the whole world.

Oh, come, let us worship him.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Solemn Reproaches 
The Solemn Reproaches are a contemporary interpretation of a Good Friday litany 
from the 9th century, imagining God’s laments at the ways, by our sins, we have 
rejected God’s gifts and participated in preparing Christ’s cross. The response - 
”Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us”- comes from 
another ancient prayer called the Trisagion, meaning “thrice holy.” 

O my people, O my church, what have I done to you? 
How have I offended you? 
Answer me. 
I led you out of slavery into freedom, 
and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God                                                                                                                    ELW 161                                                                    



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
Forty years I led you through the desert, 
feeding you with manna on the way; 
I saved you from the time of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, 
but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; 
I guided you by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I planted you as my fairest vineyard, but you brought forth bitter fruit; 
I made you branches of the vine and never left your side, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I poured out saving water from the rock, 
but you gave me vinegar to drink; 
I poured out my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns; 
I gave you the kingdom and crowned you with eternal life, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I struck down your enemies, but you struck my head with a reed; 
I gave you my peace, but you draw the sword in my name, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I opened the waters to lead you to the promised land, 
but you opened my side with a spear; 
I washed your feet as a sign of my love, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I lifted you up to the heights, 
but you lifted me high on a cross; 
I raised you from death and prepared for you the tree of life, 
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I grafted you into my people Israel, 
but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

Refrain
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? 
Answer me. 
I came to you in the least of your brothers and sisters, 
but I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
a stranger and you did not welcome me, 
naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit me, 
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.

 After a brief silence, the presiding minister continues.

We adore you, O Christ,  and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Hymn
Sing My Tongue (verses 2-6)                                                                              ELW 356                                                                      



Postlude: Bach/Busoni “Ich Ruf’ Zu Dir, Herr Jesu Christ”

All depart in silence. If they have not done so earlier, worshipers may reverence the 
cross before they depart.
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