St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 21, 2024

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and
makes us one.

Gathering

Prelude
Welcome
Joys & Concerns

** Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our
salvation.
Amen.

Trusting the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people,
and call us to be messengers of your peace.

We confess that too often we hoard our joy,

our resources, and our security.



We nurture conflict and build barriers.

We neglect the needs of our neighbors

and ignore the groaning of creation.

Have mercy on us.

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.
Where we are reluctant, give us courage.

Where we are cynical, restore our trust.

Renew us with your grace

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.
Amen.

Hear the good news:

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

In # Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth

shall know the salvation of God.

Amen.

** Gathering Hymn
The Walls We Raised

) Music: James Fritschel
Text: Fred Fritzchel
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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peace, whosewerk forus is  done.

He is our peace, inwhom weall are  one.

** Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Kyrie

Daniel D. Howe
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** Hymn of Praise

Daniel Howe
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (p. 845)
Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 62:5-12

‘For God alone [ wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.

°God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.

In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.

‘Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.

‘Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.

"“Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.

"God has spoken once, twice have I heard it,
that power belongs to God.

“Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Second Reading

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

** Gospel Acclamation
1

1 Corinthians 7:29-31(p. 1042)
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** Gospel Mark 1:14-20 (p. 910)

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.

The Gospel of the Lord.

** Gospel Acclamation

Please see gospel acclamation above.

Sermon

Glory to you O Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

The Rev. Carla Christopher

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of the Day

Christ, Be Our Light
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Statement of Faith

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA,
we believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people,
shared unconditionally and without regard to
race, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, socio-economic or family status,
age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance,
or religious affiliation.

We seek racial equality and justice.

In this way we live into the truth written in Ephesians —
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us
and makes us one.

** Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: God of grace,
receive our prayer.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Offering

Meal

Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time,
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is not a requirement, but is freely
given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience,
St. Stephen'’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to
302-257-6155 to make any donations.

** Offering Song

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy

Daniel D. Howe
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, just, and merciful God....We proclaim this truth: Death is part of life.
Christ has died.
But death will not have the last word.
Christ has risen!
And suffering will end.
Christ will come again...

...and again and again, every time suffering is alleviated,
comfort is given, food is offered, hope is restored.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this body gathered here

and on our union with each other and with these gifts of bread and cup.
May we become your body for the sake of a world

where justice rolls down like an ever-flowing stream.

All praise to God, Creator of Love!
All praise to Jesus, Love Incarnate!
All praise to Spirit, Love In Action!

Amen.

** Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Lamb of God
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion

Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to
share in this meal. If you wish to receive words of blessing, instead of or in addi-
tion to the Bread and Cup, simply tell the minister. Wheat and GF wafers are avail-
able as are red wine and amber juice.

Communion Hymn

Let Us Break Bread Together
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

Communion Blessing
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Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.
Amen.

Announcements

** Blessing

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Sending Hymn

Sent Forth by God'’s Blessing ELW 547
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Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL. 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

**  Dismissal

Go in peace,

To Love, To Invite, To Serve.

The kingdom of God has come near.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

The chancel flowers are given by Yvonne Lehm in honor of
Cyndi, Yvette, Michael and Eric’s birthdays on January 19th, 20th, 21st

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave a
review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our email list.
May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.

Our Communion Prayers were adapted from the liturgy provided by Reconciling Works for Reconciling in Christ
Sunday 2024. The full RIC 2024 liturgy draws from several sources, including Dr. Marcia McFee’s Roll Down Justice
from the Worship Design Studio. The worship outline was created by David Horton, Word and Service Intern for
ReconcilingWorks and edited by Deacon Liz Colver and Rev. Heather Thonvold. Used by permission.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Susan Loney
pastor@ststeph.org

Guest Preacher:
The Rev. Carla Christopher

Music Director:
Claudio Espejo
Assisting Minister/Lector:
John Gordon

Usher:
John Rodammer

Altar Guild:
Sally Dudderar

Camera:
Michael Lehm

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s
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