St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 4, 2024

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and
makes us one.

Gathering

Prelude
Welcome
Joys & Concerns

** Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our
salvation.
Amen.

Trusting the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people,
and call us to be messengers of your peace.

We confess that too often we hoard our joy,

our resources, and our security.



We nurture conflict and build barriers.

We neglect the needs of our neighbors

and ignore the groaning of creation.

Have mercy on us.

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.
Where we are reluctant, give us courage.
Where we are cynical, restore our trust.
Renew us with your grace

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you.
Amen.

Hear the good news:

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

In # Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth

shall know the salvation of God.

Amen.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Gathering Hymn

Creating God Your Fingers Trace ELW 684
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air, en - a - Dbling life, pro - claim  your  care.
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grace un - til we praise  you face to face.

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Music: PROSPECT, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

** Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of Praise

Daniel Howe
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading [saiah 40:21-31 (p. 654-655)
Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
'Praise the LORD!

How good it is to sing praises to our God;
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.

’The LORD builds up Jerusalem,;
he gathers the outcasts of Israel.

*He heals the brokenhearted,
and binds up their wounds.

‘He determines the number of the stars;
he gives to all of them their names.

’Great is our LORD, and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.

‘The LORD lifts up the downtrodden;
he casts the wicked to the ground.

'Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make melody to our God on the lyre.

$He covers the heavens with clouds,
prepares rain for the earth,
makes grass grow on the hills.

“He gives to the animals their food,
and to the young ravens when they cry.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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°His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

29Praise the LORD!

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 (p. 1044)
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

** Gospel Acclamation
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
The Gospel of the Lord.

** Gospel Acclamation
Please see gospel acclamation on page 7.

Sermon

** Hymn of the Day
Precious Lord Take My Hand

Mark 1:29-39 (p. 911)

Glory to you O Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

The Rev. Susan Loney
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
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hold my hand  lest 1 Fall.

guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious  Lord, lead me home.

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 18591953
Music: George N. Allen, 1812-1877, adapt. Thomas A. Doraey
Tezt and vawsic © P38, LFGG Unichappell Music Inc. admin. [lal Leoaard Corg.

FRECIOUS LORD
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Installation of Leaders in the Congregation
Serving on Council

Karleen Strayer, President

John Rodammer, Vice President
Claire Morse, Secretary

Ann Warner, Treasurer

Michael Lehm, Financial Secretary
Rick Feltman

Michele Torchia

Ann Dransfield

Karen Weber

Gary Gooden

Serving on the Nominating Committee
Bob Linderman

Sally Dudderar

Betty Sperati

Claire Morse

Endowment Fund Trustees
John Rodammer

Michael Farthing

KKen Nicholson

** Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: God of grace, receive our prayer.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Offering

Meal

Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time,
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is not a requirement, but is freely
given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience,
St. Stephen'’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to
302-257-6155 to make any donations.

** Offering Song
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy

Daniel D. Howe
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord....be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

** Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.

Invitation to Communion

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Lamb of God
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion

Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to
share in this meal. If you wish to receive words of blessing, instead of or in addi-
tion to the Bread and Cup, simply tell the minister. Wheat and GF wafers are avail-
able as are red wine and amber juice.

Communion Hymn

Let Us Break Bread Together
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 15

ELW 471



Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual

Communion Blessing
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Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.
Amen.

Announcements

** Blessing

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Sending Hymn

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the God of cre-a - tion!
2 Praisethe Al-might-y, o’er all life so won-drous-ly reign - ing,
3 Praise the Al-might - y, who pros-pers your work and de-fends you;
4 Praisethe Al-might -y! In won-der my spir-it 1is soar - ing!
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All that has life and breath,come now with prais - es out-pour - ing.

< S: ‘ Y o PR
75 F e | Z
= — . RS
Q — 4 4 - I | | h—i

\JV -J— . € * > U—r o _;_.

Page 18

Mel - o - dy make; dul - ci - mer, harp, now a - wake.

Have you not seen? All that is need - ful has been

Pon - der a - new what the Al - might - y can do;

Let the a - men sound from God’s peo - ple a - gain,
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1690; ir. composile

Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress

**  Dismissal

Go in peace,

To Love, To Invite, To Serve.
Great are the works of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

The chancel flowers are given by Gary & Sue Gooden in memory of Woody.

Enjoy today'’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave a
review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our email list.
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Sound forth your praise, ev - 'ty na tion.
sent by God’s gra - cious or - dain ing.
in - fi - nite Love here be - friends you.
glad - ly for - ev - er a - dor ing.
g\l:x 4 [7) g
75 —— ?

May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License *SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:

The Rev. Susan Loney
pastor@ststeph.org
Music Director:
Claudio Espejo
Assisting Minister/Lector:
Michael Farthing

Usher:
John Gordon

Altar Guild:
Carol Landry

Camera:

Kevin Loney
Michael Lehm
Ministers:

The people of St. Stephen’s

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
1301 N Broom St. Wilmington, DE 19806 302-652-7623
www.ststeph.org office@ststeph.org



