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Epiphany of Our Lord

January 7, 2024

Gathering
Prelude

Welcome

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, 9 one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our 
salvation.

Amen.

Trusting the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior, let us confess our 
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen.

Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
In 9 Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen.

**  Gathering Hymn
Angels from the Realms of Glory                                                                        ELW 275
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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**  Kyrie
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** Hymn of Praise
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                        Isaiah 60:1-6 (p. 676)
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                      Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son;

 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice;

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness.

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another.

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth.

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 

 11May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service.
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 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy.

14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.                                                                          

Second Reading                                              Galatians 5:13-23 1(p. 1062-1063)

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.    

**  Gospel Acclamation                                     
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**  Gospel                                                                      Matthew 2:1-12  (p. 877-878)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.    Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see gospel acclamation on page 7.

Sermon                                                                                  The Rev. Susan Loney

**  Hymn of the Day
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright (verses 1, 3, 4)                                     ELW 308
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**  Statement of Faith
As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA,

we believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people,
shared unconditionally and without regard to
race, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, socio-economic or family status,
age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance,
or religious affiliation.

We seek racial equality and justice.
In this way we live into the truth written in Ephesians –

that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us
and makes us one.

**  Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response:  Hear us, O God.       Your mercy is great. 
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    Meal
**  Sharing of the Peace

The peace of the Lord be with you.    
And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is not a requirement, but is freely 
given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience, 
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to 
302-257-6155 to make any donations. 

** Offering Song
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                                                                ELW 815
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.      And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy, just, and merciful God.…We proclaim this truth: Death is part of life. 

Christ has died. 

But death will not have the last word. 

Christ has risen! 

And suffering will end. 

Christ will come again… 

…and again and again, every time suffering is alleviated,  
comfort is given, food is offered, hope is restored.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on this body gathered here  
and on our union with each other and with these gifts of bread and cup.  
May we become your body for the sake of a world  
where justice rolls down like an ever-flowing stream. 

All praise to God, Creator of Love!  
All praise to Jesus, Love Incarnate!  
All praise to Spirit, Love In Action!

Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.                                                                          

Invitation to Communion
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Lamb of God
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Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. If you wish to receive words of blessing, instead of or in addi-
tion to the Bread and Cup, simply tell the minister. Wheat and GF wafers are avail-
able as are red wine and amber juice.

Communion Hymn 
Let Us Break Bread Together                                                                                ELW 471



Communion Blessing 
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

Announcements

**  Blessing
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**  Sending Hymn
Shine, Jesus, Shine                                                                                                   ELW 671
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**   Dismissal
Go in peace. Your light has come.  

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

The chancel flowers are given by Bill & Betty Sperati 
in honor of Josh Sperati’s birthday

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave a 
review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our email list. 

May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council  
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission.

Our Communion Prayers were adapted from the liturgy provided by Reconciling Works for Reconciling in Christ 
Sunday 2024.  The full RIC 2024 liturgy draws from several sources, including Dr. Marcia McFee’s Roll Down Justice 
from the Worship Design Studio. The worship outline was created by David Horton, Word and Service Intern for 
ReconcilingWorks and edited by Deacon Liz Colver and Rev. Heather Thonvold.  Used by permission.
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