
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Resurrection of Our Lord

March 31, 2024

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude: Bach Prelude in D

**  Easter Proclamation
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world.
The light no darkness can overcome.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ 
you have given the light of life to all the world. 
Increase in us a new desire to shine forth 
with the brightness of Christ’s rising, 
until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; 
through the Sun of righteousness, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

The light of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

**  Processional Hymn
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                                                                  ELW 365
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** Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.
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**  Hymn of Praise
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you. 			 
And also with you.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                   Acts 10:34-43 

Word of God, Word of Life.		
Thanks be to God.        

Psalm                                                                                     Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

  1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
    God’s mercy endures forever.

  2Let Israel now declare, 
    “God’s mercy endures forever.”

  14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
    and has become my salvation.

  15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
    “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!

  16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
    The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!”

  17I shall not die, but live, 
    and declare the works of the Lord. 

  18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
    but did not hand me over to death.

  19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
    I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord.

  20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
    here the righteous may enter.”

  21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
    and you have become my salvation. 

  22The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone.
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  23By the Lord has this been done; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.          

Second Reading                                                                    1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Word of God, Word of Life.		
Thanks be to God.    

**  Gospel Acclamation                                     

**  Gospel                                                                                                    Mark 16:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 		  Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.				    Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see gospel acclamation above.

Sermon                                                                                 The Rev. Susan Loney
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**  Hymn of the Day
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!                                                                                         ELW 377
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**  Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

**  Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: 	 God of grace,			   Hear our prayer.  
						             

Meal
Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you. 			 
And also with you.

Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is not a requirement, but is freely 
given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience, 
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to 
302-257-6155 to make any donations. 
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** Offering Song
Now the Green Blade Rises                                                                                   ELW 379
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.				    And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.				    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.	 It is right to give our thanks and 	
							       praise.

** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table
You are indeed holy.…Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, .…the great and promised feast. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Send now, we pray your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread and 
cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the fullness of the 
kingdom of heaven, and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as 
victorious Lord of all.

Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer      
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.                                                                            

Invitation to Communion
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Lamb of God

Communion
Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to 
share in this meal. If you wish to receive words of blessing, instead of or in addi-
tion to the Bread and Cup, simply tell the minister. Wheat and GF wafers are avail-
able as are red wine and amber juice.
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Communion Hymn 
At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing                                                                      ELW 362
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Communion Blessing                                                                                 

**  Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen.

Announcements

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.      

**  Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
9 bless you now and always.

Amen.
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**  Sending Hymn
Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!                                                                                       ELW 382
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**   Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen!		 Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Go in peace,			   To Love, To Invite, To Serve.

Thanks be to God. 		  Alleluia!

Postlude: Bach Fugue in D



Easter Flower Dedications

Ann Dransfield: In honor of Pastor Sue and Claudio Espejo

Gary & Sue Gooden: In memory of Susie and Betty & Bob Gooden

John Gordon: In memory of Judi Pacileo, Doris Stack, Linda Gordon and to the Glory 
of God

Jerome O. & Mary Ann Herlihy: In memory of Thomas & Pearl Herlihy

Ingrid LaPorte: In honor of Mom & Dad LaPorte and in memory of Mom & Dad 
Munson

John Rodammer: In memory of Leona Rodammer

Bill & Betty Sperati: In memory of our parents Carleton & Eloise Sperati and Horace 
& Betty Short and sister Mary Ellen Short. In honor of our children Jacob (Christa),  
Joshua (Gloriana) and Becky Sperati; Our grandchildren Aurora, Lydia, Roland and 
Lillith Sperati  and Douglas and Francis Fagnant-Sperati; the members and staff of St. 
Stephen’s Lutheran Church

The Strayer family: In memory of Shirleen Hoffman, Edsel & Delores Carlson and 
Gerald Strayer

Michelle Torchia: In memory of Lena & Frank Torchia

Karen, Joy and Kathy Weber: in memory of Al Weber

Karen Weber: In memory of Elaine Jackson, Karen’s sister and Mary Snyder, Karen’s 
sister



Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Susan Loney 

pastor@ststeph.org

Music Director: 
Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector: 
Karen Weber

Usher: 
John Rodammer

Altar Guild: 
Michele Torchia

Camera: 
John Gordon

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram. 
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter. 

May God go with you today and every day.
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