St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 29, 2023 * 9:30 am

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and
makes us one.

Masks are not required for those who are fully vaccinated and boosted. If you are
wearing a mask, you may lower it to receive communion.

Theme of the Day
God’s ways are not our ways. Today's’ Scriptures call us to do things God’s way by
seeking justice and by living out God'’s foolish wisdom.

Gathering

Prelude
Welcome
Joys & Concerns

** Confession & Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,
who makes all things new,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.



Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,
and cannot free ourselves.

We have not practiced your righteousness.
Our hearts have turned away from you.
For the sake of the world you so love,
forgive us,

that we may be reconciled to one another
for the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Thus says our God....We are forgiven in the name of # Christ our Savior.

Amen.

** Gathering Hymn
Look who Gathers at Christ’s Table

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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* Kyrie

Danial D. Howe
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of Praise

Daniel Howe
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading Micah 6:1-8 (p. 850)

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 15

'Lorp, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

‘they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

'In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lorbp.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.

“They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the

Innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (p. 1038)

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Gospel Acclamation
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** Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 (p. 880)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
The Gospel of the Lord.

** Gospel Acclamation
Please see above.

Sermon

Glory to you, O Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Rev. Barbara Melosh

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of the Day

Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Apostles’ Creed

Let us love one another, that with one mind we may confess the Holy Trinity, one in
essence and undivided.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

** Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: Merciful God, receive our prayer.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Meal

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering

Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time,
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience,
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Type “Funds” to
302-257-6155 to make any donations.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Offering Song

Jesus, Come! For We Invite You ELW 312
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** Offering Prayer

Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Dialogue and Preface
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Holy, Holy, Holy
; Daniel D. Howe
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** Thanksgiving at the Table: Time after Epiphany

Blessed are you, O Holy God: you are the Life and Light of all
ever.
Amen.

....both now and for-

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Lord’s Prayer
As we pray the Lord’s Prayer together, we invite you to choose which version and
language in which to pray. Several versions are printed on the laminated card for
you.

Invitation to Communion

Lamb of God
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion

As Lutheran Christians we believe the words of Jesus, “This is my body, this is my
blood given for you for the forgiveness of sin.” If you desire to receive this gift, you
are welcome to commune here. All who do not commune may come for a blessing.
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come to
the chancel to receive communion from the pastor via the center aisle. Once you
receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. Please be
sure to discard your cups in the trash bin on your way out of the church - please
do not leave used communion cups in the pews or pew racks. If you prefer juice,
please let the assisting minister Know.

Communion Hymn
How Beautiful on the Mountains
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion Blessing

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you.

Amen.
Announcements

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.
** Blessing

** Sending Hymn

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW 551
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share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we 2o in Je - sus’  name.
** Dismissal

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Chancel flowers are given by Gary & Sue Gooden
in loving memory of Woody Sprague

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our
email list. May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #+SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.

Participants in Today’s Service

Pastor:
The Rev. Barbara Melosh

Music Director:
Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector:
Ann Warner

Usher:
John Rodammer

Altar Guild:
Carol Landry

Camera:
Mike Lehm

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s

Pastor F. Mark Walters (Ivtheos@gmail.com 410-739-5365)

St. Stephen'’s Lutheran Church
1301 N Broom St. Wilmington, DE 19806 302-652-7623
www saintstephenslutheranchurch.org office@ststeph.org
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CHRIS GAGE
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1 9 CLASSICAL SELECTIONS FOR THE PIANO

CLAUDIO ESPEJO
MARCH

CAB CALLOWAY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
16 HONORS CONCERT

AFRIL CAB CALLOWAY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS HONORS STUDENTS

21 A PIANO CONCERT
HUNTER VAN VALKENBURG

18 TO BE ANNOUNCED

JUME

5T. STEPEHEN'S LUTHER AN CHURCH 1301 N BROOM S5TREET WILMINGTOM DE 178048
WWW.STSTEPH.ORG: | 302-452-T823



ST. STEPHEN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 29, 2022 at 11 am

Please join us!




