St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

+ Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 11, 2025

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we believe
that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to
race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic or family
status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We
seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth (Ephesians 2:14) —
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes us one.



Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude
Welcome
Joys & Concerns

** Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of # the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit's power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Gathering Hymn

ELW 507

O God of Light
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and guide our foot-steps to  the per - fect day.
who wrote with ea - ger or re - luc - tant pen.
see your com - pas - sion in  the Sav - ior’s face.
may praise and cel - e - brate your gift of grace.

Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883-1954, alt.
Music: ATKINSON, H. Barrie Cabena, b. 1933

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 1978 Lutherarn Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Greeting

Allelluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluial

The grace of our Risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of Praise

Daniel Howe
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** Prayer of the Day

The Risen Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us com-

plete in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is
well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading Acts 9:36-43
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 23

"The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;

3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.

‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

5Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Second Reading Revelation 7:9-17
Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

** Gospel Acclamation
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** Gospel John 10:22-30
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
** Gospel Acclamation
Please see gospel acclamation above.
Sermon The Rev. Barbara Melosh

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Hymn of the Day

The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW 502
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Text: Henry W. Baker, 18211877
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,

God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

** Prayers of the People
FEach portion of the prayer ends with:

Response: Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.

Meal

God feeds us at the table of mercy and grace.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Offering

Each week we give thanks to God for what God has given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. A financial gift to St. Stephen’s supports the work of the con-
gregation in our community.

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Offering Song
Christ Is Living
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: Nicolis Martinez, 1917=1972; tr. Martin A. Schiz, b 195]

Music: CEMTRAL, Pablo 1. Soda, 1933-2020; arr. Robert Buckley Farlee, b 19350
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© 1063 (F1A Publications, Inc.,
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** Offering Prayer
Risen One,
you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again,
breathe your life into us,
and enliven us with this meal,
that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

** Dialogue

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
** Preface

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

Daniel D. Howe
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Thanksgiving at the Table

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

** Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

** Invitation to Communion

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Lamb of God
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** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Communion

Holy Communion is a free gift of God’s grace and love. Everyone is welcome to
share in this meal. Come forward, take an empty cup, and receive a wafer from the
pastor and red wine or amber-colored juice from a communion assistant. If you
require GF wafers, please tell the minister. As you return to your seat, place your
used cup in the receptable at the end of the first row of pews. If you wish to receive
words of blessing, simply tell the minister.

Communion Hymn

Dona Nobis Pacem ELW 753
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Text: Traditional
Music: DONA NOBIS PACEM, traditional

** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Communion Blessing

** Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.
Amen.

Announcements

Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.

** Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia!

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, # Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,

now and always.
Amen.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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** Sending Hymn
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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** Please stand as you are able. [tems in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

** Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!l

Go in peace.

To Love, To Invite, To Serve.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia!

Postlude

Chancel flowers are given by Chuck & Carol Landry
in honor of Kelly & Kathleen'’s birthdays.

** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.
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Worship Leaders

Presiding Minister:
The Rev. Barbara Melosh

Music Director:
Dr. Claudio Espejo

Assisting Minister/Lector:
Michele Torchia

Altar Guild:
Karleen Strayer

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
Text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to receive our weekly e-newsletter.
May God go with you today and every day.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004228.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.

Used by permission.
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