
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
  

Lessons and Carols
January 1, 2023 • 9:30 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” by M. Larkin                             Steve Schmidt, piano
“Still, Still, Still” by Anne Crosby Gaudet                                Ann Iona Warner, harp 
“Away in a Manger” by Anne Crosby Gaudet
Welcome 

Joys and Concerns 

Masks are not required for those who are fully vaccinated and boosted. If you are 
wearing a mask, you may lower it to receive communion. 

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the ELCA, we 
believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without 
regard to race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic 
or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious 
affiliation. We seek racial equality and justice. In this way, we live into the truth writ-
ten in Ephesians (2:14)—that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
makes us one.
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** Entrance Hymn
Once in Royal David’s City                                                                                   ELW 269
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Bidding Prayer
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem 
and see this thing which is come to pass, and with the Magi adore the Child lying in 
his Mother’s arms.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purpose of God 
from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought 
us by this Holy Child; and let us make this church glad with our carols of 
praise.

But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all 
the earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build.

Let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, 
the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and those that 
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all who 
know not the Lord Jesus.

Lastly let us remember before God all those who have received their eternal reward 
because their hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in the Lord Jesus, 
we for evermore are one: These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the 
throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

**  Lord’s Prayer 
As we pray the Lord’s Prayer together, we invite you to choose which version and 
language in which to pray. Several versions are printed on the laminated card for 
you.
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          Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Lesson                                                                           Genesis 3:8-19 (p. 3)

**  Hymn
In Adam We Have All Been One  (Verses 1, 3, 4, 6)                                       LBW 372

Second Lesson                                                           Genesis 22:15-18 (p. 17-18)
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**  Hymn
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (Verses 1 and 4)                                        ELW 282
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Third Lesson                                                                  Isaiah 9:2-7 (p. 624-627)                                                                    
**   Hymn

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (Verses 1, 2, 4)                            ELW 242
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Fourth Lesson                                                                       Isaiah 11:1-6 (p. 627)                                                               
**  Hymn

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (Verses 1, 2, 4)                                                ELW 272
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Fifth Lesson                                                                  Luke 1:26-38 (p. 931-932)

**   Hymn
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                                                              ELW 265
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Sixth Lesson                                                                            Luke 2:1-7  (p. 933)                                                                   
**   Hymn

I Wonder as I Wander                                                                                           WOV 642
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Seventh Lesson                                                                     Luke 2:8-18 (p. 933)                                                           
**  Hymn

‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (Verses 1, 2, 4)                                          ELW 284
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Eighth Lesson                                                         Matthew 2:1-12 (p. 877-878)                                                                      
**   Hymn

The First Noel (Verses 1, 3, 5)                                                                             ELW 300
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Ninth Lesson                                                                  John 1:1-5, 12-14 (p. 966)                                                                      
**   Hymn

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                                                      ELW 276
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Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations. 

Musical Offering
“In the Bleak Midwinter” by Anne Crosby Gaudet                     Ann Iona Warner, harp
“First Noel” by Anne Crosby Gaudet

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you

And with thy spirit.  

O God, who makest us glad by the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only Son, 
Jesus Christ, grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may 
with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be our judge, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, once God, world without end. 

Amen.                                                                        

Blessing
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**  Song of Sending 
Cold December Flies Away                                                                                   ELW 299

Blessing
Postlude
“Let All Together Praise Our God” by P. Manz                              Steve Schmidt, organ

Chancel flowers are given by Sharon & Dave Pottter
in celebration of their 20th anniversary



Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228
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