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of Saint Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church — Wilmington, Delaware February 2009

From the Pastor..

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

There is a passage from | Kings

that has been much on my mind of
late.

Then the word of the LORD came to
Elijah, saying, Go now to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and live there; for I have
commanded a widow there to feed
you. So he set out and went to
Zarephath. When he came to the
gate of the town, a widow was there
gathering sticks; he called to her
and said, "Bring me a little water in
a vessel, so that | may drink." As
she was going to bring it, he called
to her and said, "Bring me a morsel
of bread in your hand." But she
said, "As the LORD your God lives,
I have nothing baked, only a
handful of meal in a jar, and a little
oil in a jug; I am now gathering a
couple of sticks, so that | may go
home and prepare it for myself and
my son, that we may eat it, and
die." Elijah said to her, "Do not be
afraid; go and do as you have said;
but first make me a little cake of it
and bring it to me, and afterwards
make something for yourself and
your son. For thus says the LORD
the God of Israel: The jar of meal
will not be emptied and the jug of
oil will not fail until the day that the
LORD sends rain on the earth.” She
went and did as Elijah said, so that
she as well as he and her household
ate for many days. The jar of meal
was not emptied, neither did the jug
of oil fail, according to the word of
the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

As we, from the major
corporations of this nation to the
federal government, to the state and
local level on down to our individual
households, worry about what the
next day may bring, it is important to
remember that God is with us. The
widow of Zarephath and her son
thought the end was on them. But
because they were faithful to God’s
word spoken through the prophet,
Elijah. There was always enough to
get by. And maybe that is the lesson
we as a society need to learn. That
with God, there will be enough to get

by.

We have a lot happening here at
Saint Stephen’s. | need to cut short
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Council Corner;
New Year

By Dave Warner

January, and the change of the
year, is not my favorite time of year.
Just when you really think you’ve got
things in one year figured out, it is
time to start over. Vacation balances
at work reset. You have to remember
write a different year on letters. The
list goes on.

Yet, such are the facts of the way
the calendar controls our personal
lives. It is no different here at St.
Stephen’s.

We look back on 2008, which by
all accounts was, for us, a good year.
As the 2008 Council President Betty
Sperati wrote in the last Courier of
2008, we welcomed many new mem-
bers into our congregation. The men’s
and women’s retreats were well at-
tended. The new vespers programs
have been well received. | could go
on, but you get the idea. (You can
also dig out your copy of the Decem-
ber 2008 Courier and read the entire
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Pastor, cont.

(Continued from page 1)

my writing to get the information ready for our Confirmation field trip.
When | had a brief service in the Chapel this morning, | could hear our
handbell program in progress. On Tuesday the 27" the first of our training
sessions for our congregational Bible Study/Prayer Groups. | could go on,
but I have always been impatient with the pastors’ news letter columns that
were simply rehashing of schedules and did not deal with substantive issues.

So when you are thinking about the days we have in front of us, and the
challenges that they bring, remember the widow of Zarephath. If we
continue to be faithful to the Lord’s call as we have been, then, day by day,
the Lord will provide.

Wish List

Last month we started the wish
list. I+ continues this month, and
soon we will have the information on
a bulletin board in the Gathering
Area. We are still looking for a new
or gently used Office PC.

Council, cont.

(Continued from page 1)
list) It was a good year for St
Stephen’s. 2008.

But now it is 2009. Many of the
initiatives mentioned in the last para-
graph, and more, are continuing into
20009.

e This past Saturday we hosted a fun
and educational handbell seminar
led by Kathleen Ebeling-Thorne of
the Westminster Choir College.

e Inthe evening, an Epiphany Vesper
Concert featured four excellent
singers in a traditional evening
prayer service.

e On February 28, another retreat
will be held at the St. Francis Re-
treat Center to further examine
teachings of the early church.

Every Month

e On the second Sunday we celebrate
the Sonrise service

e On the 25", we support the Em-
manuel Dining Room in its effort
to feed the hungry of Wilmington.

e On the 2" and 4™ Tuesday, we par-
ticipate in the Downtown Bible
Study

e On the 4" Wednesday, the Interces-
sory Prayer team meets to pray for
those in need.

e And, perhaps it goes without say-
ing, but I’ll say it anyway, every
week three worship services are
offered.

There is plenty to look forward to
during the next 12 months, yet there is
a significant hurdle we’re going to have
to clear. Our budget.

Whether you attend services at St.
Stephen’s every week, or retain an af-

filiation through reading the Courier
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)
each month, you know it takes money to keep our
doors open and the programs continuing.

In a few days, on Sunday, January 25, we will hold
the second half of our annual Congregation Meeting.
The major item of business will be approving our 2009
budget. Just weeks after we had a handle on 2008’s
budget. See how insidious the change of year is?

As of this Courier’s deadline, our projected 2009
budget is not balanced. In round numbers, anticipated
expenses are $280,500. Pledges are currently at
$130,000. By including building use income and antici-
pated, unpledged funds — some folks always make
offerings, but don’t pledge them in advance — the in-
come level to be presented to the congregation will be
just over $211,000.

This, obviously, is a big problem. Solving the prob-
lem means reducing our expenses and increasing our
income. Unfortunately, we don’t have the luxury of
participating in the public feeding frenzy that our fed-
eral government leaders are staging in Washington,
DC. Nope, we have to solve this ourselves.

From my position as Finance Committee liaison, |
know that there is precious little fat in the budget. The
basic necessities of salaries (Pastor, Music Director,
Sexton, Office Coordinator and Communications Coor-
dinator) and utilities make up 75% of the budget, and,
given the present numbers, actually more than antici-
pated income. There is room for reducing our mainte-
nance budget, but it will require volunteer talents of our
congregation to do things for which we paid a contrac-
tor last year. Perhaps fuel costs will remain low for
enough of the year to make a difference, but don’t hold
your breath.

We’ve also begun a “Wish List” of things needed
for the office and buildings that, if donated, will pro-
vide some relief for our budget.

| believe income will make the difference. If you
have already made a pledge for 2009, please consider
increasing it. If you haven’t yet submitted your pledge
card, you’ll find a pledge card in this issue of the Cou-
rier for your convenience. Non-pledged donations are
equally welcome. It all helps close the budget gap.

St. Stephen’s is asking for your help. If you come
through, we’ll be able to add the word “Happy” to the
front of this column’s title.

Following Vice President
Biden’s Helping Hands

Just as Vice President Biden has helped at Emmanuel
Dining Room over the years, so has the congregation of
St. Stephen’s. For over twenty years we have had a long-
standing commitment to provide food and servers on the
25" of each month (except December). We serve lunch at
Emmanuel Dining Room East, which is located in the for-
mer Old Asbury Methodist Church, 226 North Walnut
Street, at the corner of Third and Walnut Streets.

During the month of February we are asking you, the
people of St. Stephen’s, to help us collect food and funds
in order to make our commitment for 2009. You have
been very generous and we’re starting the year with some
food already in the closet and funds in the bank! Our cur-
rent needs for the year are:

e 450 pounds of baked beans
e 300 pounds of applesauce
e  $775 for buying hot dogs

As the 6 to 7 pound cans of beans and applesauce are
the cheapest — and also the most difficult to carry — we’d
be happy to go buy them should you want to donate
money rather than cans.

Each month volunteers are needed to make desserts
and serve the meal. The sign-up sheet is in the gathering
area. We need monthly:

e  Four persons/families to each provide 50 deserts:
cup cakes, brownies, cookies, and such. These can
be homemade or store-bought.

e Three people to serve the meal from 12 to 1 on the
25" of the month.

Should you have any questions, just contact us at
(302) 654-4050 or jkrillpaper@gmail.com.

Thank you for all that you’ve done to help care for our
neighbors.
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“ EMERGENCY FOOD, HOUSING AND MORE

By Steve Tindall

Grace of God Lutheran Starts Grocery Club

On December 30, 2008, Grace of God outside of
Millsboro offered its first LCS Grocery Club distribution
to its low income neighbors. Grace of God is the state’s
newest Lutheran Church. Under the guidance of Pastor
Judy Moller-Gavlick it provides weekly worship services
and more to the fast-growing Delaware coastal area north
of Rehoboth. LCS grocery clubs provide food for a group
of families on a monthly basis. Club members are not
charged, but they are involved in food choices and food
distribution. Grace of God is working toward acquiring
its own site and building. Meanwhile it has offices and
holds worship at the CHEER Center on Longneck Road.
Food distributions take place at the American Legion
Post 28 on Route 24. At the December 30 distribution,
Grace of God provided 15 families — 27 adults and 40
children — with much needed groceries and spiritual sup-
port.

FAITH Center Merges With LCS

LCS and the FAITH Center offer many similar crisis
alleviation services for low income people in our area.

While the main focus of LCS has been on emergency
food and housing assistance, the FAITH Center has had
the flexibility to provide people with help for their utili-
ties as well as funds for specialized clothing, tools and
other back-to-work emergency needs. The merger was
approved on 12/30/08. The “LCS FAITH Center” — as it
is now known — and its two part-time employees will
continue to operate from its location at 3rd and Walnut in
Wilmington. The LCS FAITH Center thus becomes the
12" LCS service site. Support for its activities will con-
tinue to include contributions from over 15 Presbyterian,
Methodist, Episcopal, Unitarian, and Catholic, churches,
and the Society of Friends. This broad ecumenical back-
ing is closely aligned with LCS’s long-range plan of wid-
ening its support throughout the faith community.

Pledge Card

N

2009 Annual Pledge

I/ We pledge $ week / month / year
(circle appropriate option) to the glory of God and
in support of Saint Stephen’s mission and
ministry. (This will go to the General Fund)

1/ We further pledge $
Reserve.

Mame,

Acddress

week [ month / year (circle appropriate
option) to the glory of God and in support of Saint Stephen’s Building Repair

Phorne E-Nail

Save as
Sdlm.tStepkeﬂ § Saz.n:Stepkens receipt of
m!{ 'g- ‘g_‘,’ ! yeur 2008
A “'- pledge

I/ We have pledged

S week /
month / year to the Gen-
eral Fund.

1/ We have further
pledged $

week / month [ year to
the Building Repair Re-

| arm irzerested inthe Thrivent Smiply Caving program {autoonabe w

shddrawral, no additional cost] yes _ no

serve.
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Sanctuary Stained Glass Window Stabilization

WONDER of the
WINDOWS

Latest Status-1/16/09

We do hot have much more time before 3 contract for the restoration of the exterior
protective covers and wood frames must be signed. We still need aprpmxima{'ely
$20,000 to fully fund this important project. Please consider donating today.

Donations are tax-deductible, and will be recorded along with other giving to 5t.
Stephen's. Four giving levels will be recognized on a plague to be Frﬂminenﬁy mounted
in the Sanctuary; these are listed in the Donation Form below. Additionally, donations
to completely pay for the altar window or Ascension window (§8,000 each), one of the
10 main Sanctuary windows ($4,000 each) or the windows in the Sacristy, Narthex or
coat closet (§2,000 each) will be further recognized by a separate plaque by the
respective window. The windows in the Sanctuary are shown on the back with their name
and relative location.

WONDER of the WINDOWS Don aticn Form
Yes, | want to help restore the beauty of the sanctuary’s stained glass windows with 2 donation of.
L $100 (paint level) [ 4250 (wood level) [ $500 (lead level) 0 $1,000 (glass level)
[ 48,000 (Altar of Ascension windeow) [ 34,000 (Other Sanctuary window)
[ $2,000 (Narthex/Sacristy/claset window) [ Other Amount §

Dohatiohs for EPEd'ﬁC windows will be applied in the order received based on the date on this form. Please
indicate voul top threea window preﬁarencﬁ sa Dgve Warner c3n adiudfca'l:e “ties * We will contact you b}-
phone if additicnal questiohs atise regarding window selactions.

Wind revelse
T_ aﬂmﬂ’ 4)_ 5)_ - - 8} 91 10} Alar | Ascension
' below are not shown on the reverse:
Coat Closet__ Marthex North___ Marthex South___
Enclosed is my check o the “St. Stephen’s Wonder of the Windows” Project.

MName:
Address:
Phone Number:
Date:

1n 18, 2000 I
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Chancel/ Ascension
Altar G Bl b Window
window - ICEEEHE o

5. Jesus Blessing 6. Samaritan Woman at
the Children the wWell
FUNDS ALREADY DO-
NATED for this Window
4. Calling of Matthew 7. Healing the Blind Man
FUNDS ALREADY RSl
DPONATED for this IR
: Wind ' :
g - :
Z
i 3 Baptism of Jesus tg. 8. Garden of Gethsemene
. FUNDS ALREADY :
SR PONATED for this g
NSl Vindow 2
X 2 Jesus in the Temple 9. Jesus facing Pontius [
FUNDS ALREADY Pilate M
DONATED for this
Window
1. Birth of Jesus 10. He is Risen

Jan 16, 2008
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“Into The Woods”

The Sanford Repertory Theater Company will be presenting its 2009
spring musical production of "Into the Woods” on Friday March 6 & Sat-
urday March 7 at 7:30 PM, and Saturday March 7 & Sunday March 8 at
2:00 PM, at Sanford School in Hockessin. T.J. Potter will be performing in
the show, playing the role of Rapunzel's Prince. This show features the
music of Stephen Sondheim as it blends various familiar fairy tales with an
original story of a childless Baker and his Wife, who catalyze the action of
the story by attempting to reverse a curse on their family in order to have
a child. The Broadway production of “Into the Woods” won three Tony
awards, as well as five Drama Desk Awards, and the New York Drama Crit-
ics Circle Award for Best Musical.

Tickets for the show will be on sale in early February. The SRTC shows
always sell out quickly, so I will be ordering tickets as soon as they are
available. If you would like for me to order any tickets for you, please let
me know as soon as possible....how many tickets you need and which per-
formance you would like to attend. Tickets are $10.00 each.

If you have attended one of the Sanford productions in the past, then
you know how enjoyable these shows are. Don't delay in letting me know if
you are interested in ordering tickets for "Into the Woods”because I am
sure there will not be any tickets available at the door at the time of the
performances. This is a great outing for the entire family, and children
are most welcome fo attend.

Thank you!
Sharon Potter
(302) 239-3896
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Lutheran Campus Ministry
at the University of Delaware

Our mission is to show our Faith in God
through fellowship, outreach and service.

By Shirley Glines

The Board of Directors welcomed David Whitenack to
our January 11™ meeting. David is the Regional Gift Plan-
ner for the Lutheran Community Consortium of the Dela-
ware and Maryland Synod. David provides information
and assistance with Planned Giving strategies at no cost to
individuals and congregations in the DE-MD Synod area
through the generosity of the Lutheran Community Con-
sortium. If you have ever thought about leaving some fi-
nancial gifts to Lutheran Campus Ministry or any other
cause, David would be glad to meet with you to learn
about your personal interests in helping LCM or others.
He would review your current financial situation and offer
creative strategies that would help others or the Church
while protecting your financial well-being. David can be
reached at 800-652-9416 or David.Whitenack@elca.org.

The property chair reported shingles were replaced on
the house roof and the pointing on the chimney was com-
pleted. New doors and locks were installed in the house
and a new dishwasher was installed in the Chapel kitchen.

Preliminary plans were discussed for the Fourth An-
nual Fund-Raising Dinner to benefit the FISH program.
Watch for details and Save the Date Information in May.

Every Tuesday evening the students worship at the
Chapel and share a meal. We are in need of meals for
Tuesdays. Are you involved with a Church group looking
for a service project? The U of D students are thankful to
have home cooked meals or donations for pizza nights.
For details call Pastor Bruce at 368-3078.

You can check out our LCM website at
www.lutheransatud.org. The Board will hold a retreat on
Feb. 28" 2009 to look at the future of LCM at U of D.

Shirley Glines LCM Secretary
Praying+Caring+Thinking+Daring+in the Name of Jesus

Lutheran Volunteer Corps

Working for Social Justice
Living in Intentional Community
Exploring Simplified Sustainable Living

By Judy Zahnow

Meet Erin Faehling from *“the country” outside of
Wausau, Wisconsin. “I grew up playing in the woods and
fields, reading, doing art projects and making music on
the violin. My parents, Becky and Mike, are youthful yet
wise. My two younger siblings are Riley (16) and Jessica
(11). I have many fond memaories of growing up with this
crew, having fun and spending our days within the rhythm
of the land around us.

At Luther College in lowa | was an English major
with an emphasis in Creative Writing. My minor was Mu-
sic. While in school | played the violin and was concert-
master of the Philharmonia for two years. | also was very
active in many social justice initiatives. Following
graduation in May 2007, | worked as an Americorps vol-
unteer at an alternative high school in Wausau. | taught,
tutored and mentored”at-risk-youth”. Other activities
were playing in the Wausau Symphony, working at the
local Boys and Girls Club, and playing in an Irish “Trad”
band.

Being a Lutheran Volunteer Corps member, working
for justice in our world, was a plan | made while in col-
lege. | decided the LVC tenet of Simplicity, especially
simplicity of time, would be of benefit to my perpetual
way of over-committing. As a Grant Writer for the Minis-
try of Caring | am able to follow Jesus’ call to love and
care for our neighbors, and to work to defend dignity and
justice for all people.

Save the date: LVC Bowlathon — Sunday, April 26,
2009 — 1:30pm-4:00. More information coming — start
planning youth and adult teams

Needed: Adult bicycles for LVC transportation to work
and for recreation. Please call Bill at 571-9333.
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People With Important Dates in February

February Birthdays

2 E. Marvin Stouffer

3 A. Pierce Conlon, Keira Culley
5 Matthew Brenneman

7 Abigail Jones

11 Andrew Brenneman

12 Kaitlyn Rollins

13 Lindsey Jordan, Daniel Warner
16 Sheryl Fernandez

18 Blake Charleton, Mallory
Charleton, Donna Gooden
Jane Baddorf

Kathy Weber

Leah Hazuda, Tyler Heiss, David
Splittorff

February Anniversaries

3 Sheryl & Armando Fernandez
6 Jerome & Mary Herlihy

12 Philip & Jennifer Graham

14 Brian & Stacie Mutschler

25 Ken & Debbie Nicholson

February Volunteers

21
22
23

February Greeters

1  Dave Culley
8  Ginnie & Forrest Boettcher
15 Carol Lay

22 Ken Nicholson

February Gathering Time Hosts

1 Clarice & Dale Wolf
8  Lisa Campbell

15 Helen Cripe

22 Dave Culley

February Ushers

1  Team 5, Fred Altergott, Capt.
8 Team 3, Dave Culley, Capt.
15 Team 2, Dave Potter, Capt.
22 Team 1, Mike Hazuda, Capt.

February Sound System Operators
TBA

February Flower Delivery
1 Jane & Chick Baddorff
8  Lou Jackson

15 Carol Lay

22 Potter Family

February Altar Guild

1  Sharon Potter & Fran McKewen
8  Sharon Potter & Fran McKewen
15 Sharon Potter & Fran McKewen
22 Sharon Potter & Fran McKewen

February Food Pantry Packers

1 Dick Parker

8 Marvin & Cynthia Stouffer
15 Sue Heiss

22 Susan Mack

February Lectors

1 John Gordon
8  Helen Cripe
15 Dave Culley
22 Dave Culley

February Cantors
TBA

February Acolytes

1  Abby Jones
8

15 Ryan Heiss
22 Tyler Heiss

February Chalice Bearers

1 April Sherwood & Betty Sperati
8  Fred Altergott & Ann Wagner
15 Bob Linderman & James Cook
22 Sue & Ralph Heiss

February 8:15 Assistants

1  Gary Gooden

8 John Rodammer
15 Dick Parker

22 Ann Warner

Courier Deadlines for 2009

(Subject to change, depending on what’s
happening — please note that the dead-
line is not always the 3rd Friday)

March 2009 issue — due date is
February 13

April 2009 issue — due date is
March 20

May 2009 issue — due date is
April 17

June 2009 issue — due date is
May 22

July/August 2009 issue — due date is
June 19

September 2009 issue — due date is
August 21

October 2009 issue — due date is
September 18

November 2009 issue — due date is
October 16

December 2009 issue — due date is
November 20

January 2010 issue — due date is
December 18
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2008 Contribution Status: Year To Date Through December 28

Cash

Cash Received

Cash Ahead/
- Needed: . as % of
Received Budget (Behind) Cash Needed
Operating $249,599.42| $275,639.00| ($25,939.08) 90.6%
Debt $20.00
Reduction
Memorials $820.00
Cash Cash Ahead/
Received Expected (Behind)
Operating $249,599.42| $245,000.00| ($4,599.92)

300,000

250,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

50,000

BNeeded

B Receivedthrough December 28

Due date for copy for the March 2009 Courier will be
February 13 at midnight. Please email your Courier items
to the editor at cripehl@itrcorporation.com,

me@hlcripe.com, helen.cripe@itrtechservices.com, fax
to 302-425-4646, or leave them in the newsletter's box
in the church office. Thank you!

Neroon




The Courier

Non-Profit
St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church Organization
Church Office u. %X?Sage

1304 North Rodney Street
Wilmington, DE 19806

Address Correction Requested

Wilmington, DE
Permit No. 244

Sunday Morning Schedule
+ 8:15 AM Early Service

+ 9:00 AM Christian Education
+ 10:30 AM Primary Worship

Who Does What at St. Stephen’s

Staff

Matthew M. Hummel, Senior Pastor ..........ccccceevevveennnen. 683-0776
....................................................... e-mail pastormatt@ststeph.org
David L. Blackwelder, Pastor EMEritus........ccoveveeveeeveveeerceeeerenenn
Daniel Howe, Director of Music.......e-mail dirmusic@ststeph.org
Liz Starks, Office Coordinator ...........cccccevvervnenn. (302) 652-7623
Ann Warner, Communications Coordinator .............cccoeerernerene.
............................ Office 652-7623, communications@ststeph.org
Kevin L. Krick, Sexton

St. Stephen’s PRONE .......coveveeeiiieiceccc (302) 652-7623
St. Stephen’s FAX ..o (302) 652-7646
St. Stephen’s e-mail..........cccovoniiiiiiiniens office@ststeph.org
St. Stephen’s Web Site ......www.saintstephenslutheranchurch.org
Officers

Lynn Splittorff.................... Council President............... 239-7457
Ralph Heiss........c.cccovivnnene Council Vice-President...... 798-5355
Debbie Nicholson................ Treasurer......cocueveeriennas 652-8758
Woody Mutschler............... Financial Secretary ..... 410-398-0446
Dave Warner........cccccevvenene SECretary .....ccoovvvveneiveninns 762-2389
Council Liaisons

Christian Education ............ Sharon Mutschler........ 410-398-0446
Evangelism ........c..c..coeveene. Gary Gooden .........cccvevee. 494-8406
Finance and Audit............... Dave Warner............cooocee... 762-2389
Nominating.........ccccevevvennane. Betty Sperati........c..ccco.e.... 994-6049

NUIUE....oeiveccieecec e Sharon Potter ............c........ 239-3896

Personnel........c..cccovevvivninnnn. Lynn Sp;littorff ................. 239-7457
Property......ccccooevvenienieennens Dave Beaver.......ccccveeienineeienee
SOCIAl MINISIIY ..t et
Staff Support.......c.ccocevennne Ralph Heiss .......ccccvvviinnn 798-5355
Stewardship........ccceevivennnn (OF: T o] [ I |
Worship and Music.............. Betty Sperati.......ccccoervennnne. 994-6049
Mission Teams

Sunday School..................... Jane Conlon........cccceevviine 764-2910
............................................ Sally Dudderar ................... 234-1676
............................................ Sue Heiss.........ccoceerveeennne. 798-5355
Courier Editor.........c..c........ Helen Cripe .....cooevevvevennane, 652-1895
Fellowship........ccocoeiininnnne Sharon Potter.........cc.ccoeveene 239-3896
Outreach—Evangelism ....... John Gordon..........cccoveveinane. 8327054
Finance.......cccoovvvivnnenenn, Dave Potter........c.ccoverene. 239-3896
Personnel........c..ccocvevivinnnn. Dave Splittorff.................... 239-7457
Property.....ccccoeveveveeiennnn, Lou Jackson............ccocvvuenne. 479-0226
............................................ Forrest Boettcher................ 378-3553
Social Ministry..........c.coe....

Staff Support.........ccccoevnenn. Marvin Stouffer.................. 239-7457
Stewardship........ccooceeviennenn

Worship and Music............. Ann Wagner ..........ccoceevenae 494-8406
Altar Guild ..o

............................................ Sonia Brode........................ 836-4907
UShers ..o,




