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From the Pastor.. 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Happy (secular) New Year! I take 
some satisfaction that every year, 
though we hear people talk about how 
the Church is behind the times, we are 
the ones who are already celebrating 
the New Year. And as for the people 
who say the Church must get with the 
times or perish, the funny thing is, the 
Church is still here and they aren’t. I 
do not say that as an example of 
snarkasm, but simply to point out the 
truth that the Church of Christ is 
always and everywhere only one 
generation away from failure. That is a 
thought that should give us pause in 
those moments of high glory, and give 
us strength in those times when things 
seem insurmountable. 

Last month, I shared with you the 
news that we would be starting Bible 
Study and prayer really soon here at 
Saint Stephen’s. The Congregation 
Council is committed to starting with 
the Book of Acts, and will do so 
beginning in February. And we now 
have three households to start with 
who are graciously volunteering time 
and space to be sites where we can 
have members of Saint Stephen’s 
gather around God’s Word and pray 
with and for one another. There will 
be one place in the Newark area, one 
out in Hockessin and one in 
Wilmington itself. More details will be 
forthcoming as to day date and time 
for each place, but we are on our way. 

Why is this important? Because 
there are three types of members at 
Saint Stephen’s: those who know the 
need to be together with fellow 
believers, in the Word and in prayer 
and are doing it; those who know the 

need to be together with fellow 
believers, in the Word and in prayer 
and are not yet doing it; and those 
who do not yet know the need. We 
are setting up our groups so that 
people in the latter two groups can 
find a place. 

We have been moving towards 
this for a long time here at Saint 
Stephen’s. And it seems to be part of 
God’s plan.  Saint Stephen’s is not 
immune to the issues that are at work 
in our society, and the economic 
downturn has had a serious effect on 
how we look at ministry and 
mission. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Council Corner 
By  

Lynn Splittorff 

The Advent season is very 
moving for me as I know it is for you. 

The sacred music we hear during  
Advent, along with the beautiful 
decorations in the church as 
Christmas approaches, helps with the 
anticipation of the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. It makes us want to give 
a present to God for all he has given 
us.  That gift does not have to be 
money or material. 

What we can do is to use our 
hands to do God’s work. He is there 
to support our every moment and 
gives us the greatest present of all — 
Eternal Life. We have been saved by 
him with Grace alone. When we 
accept that grace, how can we not 
serve him?  

The Christmas season is a good 
time to renew our faith and fill our 
hearts with the love which is given so 
freely to us. We can open our hearts 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Pastor, cont. 

What better time in our life together to come together and do what it is 
that God has called us to do. Think of this as a New Year’s resolution. Think 
of it as our New Year’s resolution. Look for details, and if you have any 
questions, talk to me. 

There are some other neat things happening as well in the Worship and 
Music ministries of the Congregation. After a long and excellent stewardship 
of the Worship and Music mission team, Julie Hazuda has stepped down 
(Thanks, Julie!) and Ann Wagner has taken over the helm. At our most 
recent meeting, we made plans for doing a more inclusive Liturgy. What 
does that mean? It means that we are living into the definition of liturgy 
being the work of the people. It began with Ian Campbell who will be 
coordinating ushers and then we found that we wanted not only ushers, but 
lectors, chalice bearers, acolytes, greeters and Dan was emphatic in insisting 
on tenors. So watch for the poster in the Gathering Area and realize that you 
are called to serve. 

And mark your calendars for February — as of this writing, we are still 
waiting to hear back from Saint Francis Retreat Center for the exact date (I 
am letting others choose. Many of you know my luck with events in February 
weatherwise...) for A Day Away Together (aka a retreat): Creed or Chaos: 
Your Choice!  It will be an event open to everyone at Saint Stephen’s. Look 
for the publicity. 

In Christ’s Peace, 
Pastor Matt+ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Council, cont. 

Sue Culley needs cards — birthday 
cards, anniversary cards, get-well 
cards, thinking-of-you cards, and 

blank cards for writing special 
messages. Please drop your 

contributions off at the church 
office. Thank you! 

and pray for a fulfilling and blessed year 
at St. Stephen’s.  

The new year is fast approaching 
and I know several of us make a New 
Year’s Resolution and plan to keep it.  
My resolution will be to do the best job 
I can to serve on the council this year at 
St. Stephen’s.    

The new year brings us hope of 
many things: hope for a better world, 
hope for a blessed spiritual year and 
hope for health and love for all our 
brothers and sisters. I took the position 
of Council President knowing that all 
our brothers and sisters in St. Stephen’s 
love the church as much as I do and 
therefore I am counting on all of you to 
help.   

The Bible says: “He saved us and 
he called us to be his own people not 
because of what we have done, but 
because of his own purpose and 
grace.” (Timothy 1:9) 

Knowing and working for God 
gives our lives significance.   

(Continued from page 1) 

Emmanuel Dining Room Food Drive 

Its time to start buying apple sauce and baked beans for Emmanuel Din-
ing Room. We'll begin our food drive in February, but there's no need to 
miss the great January sales! Many hungry people thank you for your kind 
sharing with them. 

John and Rosemary Krill 

Middle Eastern Faiths 

Westminster Presbyterian Church is hosting The World Today and To-
morrow: Interfaith Issues and Opportunities. Area Jewish and Christian 
leaders will meet with international Muslim scholars for a panel discussion 
in Westminster's Community Hall from 10 a.m. until noon, Saturday Janu-
ary 10. Admission is free and a follow-up lunch will be available for $10. 
For more information contact Anne Ledbetter at 654-5214 x 124 
[anne@wpc.org]. 
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The 12 Days of Christmas — Origins & Religious Meaning 
By Daniel Howe, Director of Music 

My brother sent me an interesting email this morning 
which showed how much of the Western world celebrates 
Christmas with symbols and traditions. Of course, one of 
the most recognized icons of Christmas is the evergreen 
tree – and Lutherans have a legend about Martin Luther on 
that subject.  

There’s a song that probably most of you know and 
it’s something that choirs and individuals sing – fun to 
sing and seemingly with so specific religious significance. 
However, there is a legend about this carol that may have 
interesting historical and religious meaning. Since the 
Courier will be going out and may arrive at your home 
sometime during the ’12 Days” – I thought you might 
enjoy reading this possible interpretation of a well known 
and beloved song. 

Catholics in England during the period 1558 to 1829 
were prohibited by law to practice their faith either in 
public or private. It was illegal to be Catholic until 
Parliament finally emancipated Catholics in England in 
1829. 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” was written in 
England as one of the “catechism songs” to help young 
Catholics learn the basics of their faith. In short, it was a 
coded message, a memory aid. Since the song sounded 
like rhyming nonsense, young Catholics could sing the 
song without fear of imprisonment. The authorities would 
not know that it was a religious song. 

“The 12 Days of Christmas” is in a sense an allegory. 
Each of the items in the song represents something 
significant to the teachings of the Catholic faith. The 
hidden meaning of each gift was designed to help Catholic 
children learn their faith. The better acquainted one is with 
the Bible, the more these interpretations have significance. 

The song begins, “On the first day of Christmas my 
true love gave to me…” 

The “true love” mentioned in the song doesn’t refer to 
an earthly suitor, but it refers to God Himself. The “me” 
who receives the presents refers to every baptized person. 
i.e. the Church. 

1st Day: The partridge in a pear tree is Christ Jesus 
upon the Cross. In the song, Christ is symbolically 
presented as a mother partridge because she would feign 
injury to decoy a predator away from her nestlings. She 
was even willing to die for them. The tree is the symbol of 
the fall of the human race through the sin of Adam and 

Eve. It is also the symbol of its redemption by Jesus Christ 
on the tree of the Cross. 

2nd Day: The “two turtle doves” refers to the Old and 
New Testaments. 

3rd Day: The “three French hens” stand for faith, 
hope and love — the three gifts of the Spirit that abide (1 
Corinthians 13). 

4th Day: The “four calling birds” refers to the four 
evangelists who wrote the Gospels — Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John — who sing the song of salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 

5th Day: The “five golden rings” represents the first 
five books of the Bible, also called the Jewish Torah: 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

6th Day: The “six geese a-laying” is the six days of 
creation. 

7th Day: The “seven swans a-swimming” refers to the 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. 

8th Day: The “eight maids a milking“ reminded 
children of the eight beatitudes listed in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

9th Day: The “nine ladies dancing” were the nine 
fruits of the Holy Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self control. 

10th Day: The “ten lords a-leaping” represents the 
Ten Commandments. 

11th Day: The “eleven pipers piping” refers to the 
eleven faithful apostles. 

12th Day: The “twelve drummers drumming” were 
the twelve points of belief expressed in the Apostles’ 
Creed: belief in God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, that Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary, 
made man, crucified, died and arose on the third day, that 
he sits at the right hand of the father and will come again, 
the resurrection of the dead and life everlasting. 

Caveat: Just to inform you, I’ve discovered that there 
is a controversy disputing the authenticity of this 
interpretation,  
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Operation Warm 

LCS gave out 312 brand new coats for low income kids in our area 
through Operation Warm. Coats were given out at LCS Grocery Clubs and 
Produce Distributions at New Calvary Baptist, St. Philip’s, St. Stephen’s, St. 
Paul’s and Tree of Life. Volunteer help made the program go smoothly, es-
pecially bilingual volunteers at St. Philip’s and St. Stephen’s where a large 
percentage of the clients are Latino/Hispanic. Operation Warm is a national 
organization, based in nearby Pennsylvania. Its mission is to provide low 
income kids with brand new coats to keep them warm and support their self-
esteem. 

Gifts Brighten Holidays  

LCS gave out 25 free turkeys to low income families in the days leading 
up to Thanksgiving. Turkeys were acquired from Delmarva and from LCS 
volunteers who either had an extra turkey or went out and bought one as a 
gift because they know how important a festive dinner can be. LCS also re-
ceived and distributed ten Christmas boxes from Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. Christmas boxes are a tradition at Westminster and they contained 
the makings for a holiday dinner plus one wrapped gift for each adult and 
two for each child. Speaking of gifts, LCS received a donation of over $1000 
for its food programs from the offering collection at the Thanksgiving ecu-
menical service organized by Pastor Ruby Narucki of Hope Lutheran. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Steve Tindall 

Here’s a 
Pledge Card 
for your  
convenience. 
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January 2009 

Sun 
M

on 
Tue 

W
ed 

Thu 
Fri 

Sat 
 

 
  

  
1 NEW

 YEAR’S DAY 
2 

3 

4 LIFE Sunday 
8:15 AM  Early Service 
9:00 AM  Christian Educa-
tion 
10:30 AM  Traditional 
Service 
12:00 PM  Handbell Choir 

5 
6 EPIPHANY 
7:30 PM  Mission Team 
Meetings 
 

7 7:15 PM  Evening Prayer 
Service 

8 12:00 PM  Leisure Lunch 
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

9 
10 
 

11 
8:15 AM  Early Service 
9:00 AM  Christian Educa-
tion 
10:30 AM  Traditional 
Service 

12 
13 
12:00 PM  Downtown Bible 
Study 
7:00 PM  Congregation 
Council 

14 
7:15 PM  Evening Prayer 
Service 

15 
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

16 
11:59 PM  Courier Deadline 

17 
9:00 AM  Handbell Seminar 
6:00 PM  Vesper Concert 

18 
DE-MD SYNOD COM-
PANION SYNOD?
DIOCESE SUNDAY 
8:15 AM  Early Service 
9:00 AM  Christian  
Education 

19 
20 
9:30 AM  Courier folding 
 

21 
7:15 PM  Evening Prayer 
Service 

22 
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

23 
 

24 

25 
8:15 AM  Early Service 
9:00 AM  Christian Educa-
tion 
10:30 AM  Traditional 
Service 
11:30 AM  Congregational 
Annual Meeting Part II 
11:45 AM  Emmanuel 

26 
 

27 
12:00 PM  Downtown Bible 
Study 
 

28 
7:15 PM  Evening Prayer 
Service 
7:30 PM  Intercessory 
Prayer Team 

29 
7:00 PM  Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

30 
31 



The Courier Page 9 



The Courier Page 10 

January Birthdays 
1 Sonia Brode, Holden Dickford, 

Kristal Hall, Denny Nance 
2 Jessamy Hummel 
3 Thomas Brenneman, James 

Moen, Sharon Mutschler 
4 Frances McKewen 
7 Forrest Boettcher, Joshua Sperati 
9 Matthew Hummel, Madeline 

Landis 
15 Audrey Schlegel 
16 Meghan Graves 
17 Mabel Erickson, Will Spinelli 
18 Kyle Heiss 
19 Clarice Wolf 
20 Michael Lehm 
21 Kimberly Johnson, Eric Lehm, 

Elizabeth Sperati 
25 Maxwell Moen 
26 Elizabeth Zimny 
27 Kirsten Gooden, Nicholas 

Mantyla, Mattie Mason, Kevin 
Mutschler 

29 Leanne Detwiler, Kathy 
Rodammer 

31 Peyton Brown, Dorothy 
Cunningham 

January Anniversaries 
9 Robert & Dianna Detwiler 

January 2009 Volunteers 

January Greeters 
4 Heiss Family 
11 Lydia Turner 
18 John Krill 
25 John Rodammer 

January Gathering Time Hosts 
4 Sharon Mutschler 
11 Sharon Potter 
18 Bill Sperati 
25 Lynn Splittorf 

January Ushers 
4 Team 5. Fred Altergott, Capt. 
11 Team 3. Dave Culley, Capt 
18 Team 2, Dave Potter, Capt 
25 Team 1, Mike Hazuda, Capt 

January Sound System Operators 
TBA 

January Flower Delivery 
4 Potter Family 
11 Lydia Turner 
18 Ann Wagner 
25 Dale & Clarice Wolf 

January Altar Guild 
4 Lisa Campbell & Sally 

Dudderar 
11 Lisa Campbell & Sally 

Dudderar 
18 Lisa Campbell & Ginny 

Boettcher 
25 Lisa Campbell & Ginny 

Boettcher 

January Food Pantry Packers 
4 Sue Heiss 
11 Susan Mack 
18 Sue Gooden 
25 Clarice & Dale Wolf 

January Lectors 
4 Dave Culley 
11 Ralph Heiss 
18 Ann Warner 
25 James Cook 

January Cantors 
TBA 

January Acolytes 
4  
11 Tyler Heiss 
18  
25 Charles Hummel 

January Chalice Bearers 
4 James Cook & Dave Culley 
11 Marvin Stouffer & Dave 

Warner 
18 Lydia Turner & Sue Culley 
25 Jane & Chick Baddorf 

January 8:15 Assistants 
4 Gary Gooden 
11 John Rodammer 
18 Dick Parker 
25 Ann Warner 

People With Important Dates in January 

This a a new feature in the Courier, 
suggested by a congregational member 
upon whose management and executive 
insights we have come to rely. 

With the economic situation having 
an effect everywhere, including Saint 
Stephen’s, there are things we need, but 
may not be able to budget for. SO we 
are developing a wish list. There may be 
ways in which, because of circum-
stances in the home or office, you can 
help us out. 

And to kick off the Wish List, Saint 
Stephen’s is asking for: 

A Desktop computer for the Church 
Office. We need a healthy sized HD. It 
would be useful to be in XP since none 
of the other machines are in Vista, or 
Mojave, or whatever else they are call-
ing it. We need a new machine because 
the current one was old 5 years ago, and 
does not support USB ports. 

We use MS Word, Publisher, Excel 
and should probably update to Power-
point 

We use Firefox and Thunderbird for 
internet and e-mail. 

So if you wish to give a new ma-
chine, or have a gently used one that 
would be suitable, please contact Pastor 
Matt. 

  

Next month we will return to our 
usual format of listing two months 

of volunteer service assistants. 
We are recruiting, and will have 
some changes and new names, 
starting in February. If you would 
like to volunteer for a spot in the 
service assistant rotation, please 

call the office, and leave your 
name and the position you  

would like to fill. 

St. Stephen’s Wish List 
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Due date for copy for the February 2009 Courier will be 
January 16 at midnight. Please email your Courier items 
to the editor at  helen.cripe@itrtechservices.com, 
helen.cripe@hlcripe.com, fax to 302-425-4646,  
Please note the change in email addresses.  
Thank you! Neroon 

Courier Deadlines for 2009 
(Subject to change, depending on what’s 
happening — please note that the dead-

line is not always the 3rd Friday) 

February 2009 issue — due date is 
January 16 

March 2009 issue — due date is  
February 13 

April 2009 issue — due date is  
March 20 

May 2009 issue — due date is 
April 17 

June 2009 issue — due date is 
May 22 

July/August 2009 issue — due date is 
June 19 

September 2009 issue — due date is 
August 21 

October 2009 issue — due date is 
September 18 

November 2009 issue — due date is 
October 16 

December 2009 issue — due date is 
November 20 

January 2010 issue — due date is 
December 18 

Wonder of the Windows Campaign 
By Dave Warner 

Join us on Saturday, January 17, 2009 
Handbell Ringing 

 
9:00 AM-2:00 PM, Cost $30, lunch included 
This basic bell-ringing  seminar will focus on 

fundamental ringing techniques, with an introduction to 
some advanced techniques.  

 
The seminar is appropriate for anyone interested in 

handbelll ringing, particularly those involved in a school,  
church, community or other group.  

The seminar will be led by Kathy Ebling-Thorne, a 
director of the Westminster Concert Bell Choir at 

Westminster Choir College in Princeton NJ. 

Important Notice: Courier Deadline 
for February 2009(Jan 16, 2009) 

 
The editor will be traveling in January, 

and doing this issue by remote 
computer access. It is important that all 
material meet this deadline. Please 

do not leave copy in the Courier 
mailbox in the office. Please submit it 
by email, or have someone email it for 
you. You may also call information to 

the editor at 302-652-1895. 

In early December our fund raising effort to stabilize and restore the 
exterior of our wonderful stained glass windows reached a significant 
milestone: We reached the halfway mark to our goal of $45,000. Four of 
the main sanctuary windows now have sponsors, and the window in the 
sacristy has also been sponsored.  

But, there is still a significant amount of money to be raised, and there 
are several windows that await your loving donation. In the center spread of 
The Courier you will find more information, including a donation form. 
While we would prefer to have the donation submitted along with the form, 
re realize money is tight, and you may not have the entire amount presently 
on hand. Pledges are accepted; the pledged amount should be submitted by 
mid-2009. 

Please consider making this a Merry Christmas with many Happy, 
Restored New Year’s for our windows by donating to the Wonder of the 
Windows campaign. 

Congregational Meeting  
Part 2 

Sunday, January 25th,  
after the 10:30 service 

Council will bring  
refreshments 
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Personnel ............................. Lynn Splittorff ................... 239-7457 
Property ............................... Dave Beaver .......................................  
Social Ministry ....................  ...........................................................  
Staff Support ....................... Ralph Heiss .........................239-7457 
Stewardship ......................... Carol Lay ...........................................  
Worship and Music ............. Betty Sperati ........................994-6049 

Mission Teams 
Sunday School .................... Jane Conlon .........................764-2910 
 ............................................ Sally Dudderar ....................234-1676 
 ............................................ Sue Heiss .............................798-5355 
Courier Editor ..................... Helen Cripe .........................652-1895 
Fellowship ........................... Sharon Potter .......................239-3896 
Outreach—Evangelism ....... John Gordon ......................... 8327054 
Finance ................................ Dave Potter ..........................239-3896 
Personnel ............................. Dave Splittorff ....................239-7457 
Property ............................... Lou Jackson ........................479-0226 
 ............................................ Forrest Boettcher .................378-3553 
Social Ministry ....................  
Staff Support ....................... Marvin Stouffer ...................239-7457 
Stewardship .........................  
Worship and Music ............. Ann Wagner ........................494-8416 
Altar Guild ..........................  
 ............................................ Sonia Brode .........................836-4907 
Ushers  ................................  

Staff 
Matthew M. Hummel, Senior Pastor .............................. 683-0776 
 ....................................................... e-mail pastormatt@ststeph.org 
David L. Blackwelder, Pastor Emeritus ..........................................  
Daniel Howe, Director of Music ...... e-mail dirmusic@ststeph.org 
Liz Starks, Office Coordinator  ............................. (302) 652-7623 
Ann Warner, Communications Coordinator ...................................  
 ............................ Office 652-7623, communications@ststeph.org 
Kevin L. Krick, Sexton 
St. Stephen’s Phone ............................................... (302) 652-7623 
St. Stephen’s FAX ................................................. (302) 652-7646 
St. Stephen’s e-mail ..........................................office@ststeph.org 
St. Stephen’s Web Site ...... www.saintstephenslutheranchurch.org 

Officers 
Lynn Splittorff .................... Council President............... 239-7457 
Ralph Heiss......................... Council Vice-President ...... 798-5355 
Debbie Nicholson ............... Treasurer ............................ 652-8758 
Woody Mutschler ............... Financial Secretary ..... 410-398-0446 
Dave Warner ....................... Secretary ............................ 762-2389 

Council Liaisons 
Christian Education ............ Sharon Mutschler........ 410-398-0446 
Evangelism ......................... Gary Gooden ..................... 234-1417 
Finance and Audit ............... Dave Warner ...................... 762-2389 
Nominating ......................... Betty Sperati ...................... 994-6049 
Nurture ............................... Sharon Potter ..................... 239-3896 

Who Does What at St. Stephen’s 

The Courier 
St. Stephen’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Office 
1304 North Rodney Street 
Wilmington, DE 19806 
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